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Representatives to join me in honoring Don
Hunsucker.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I would
like to introduce two bills—one to authorize
the Mongaup Visitor’s Center, and the other to
extend the Upper Delaware Citizen’s Advisory
Counsel.

Mr. Speaker, as you may know, in 1978,
along with out good friend and colleague JOE
MCDADE, I introduced Federal legislation es-
tablishing the Upper Delaware Scenic and
Recreational River as a component of the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

The property proposed as the location of the
Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational Riv-
er’s primary visitor facility—the Mongaup Visi-
tor Center—is owned by the State of New
York’s Department of Environmental Con-
servation. The property was acquired by the
State in 1986 as part of a much larger pur-
chase of a 10,000-acre tract intended to pro-
vide habitat for a population of wintering bald
eagles. New York State legislation authorizing
Federal development of the property as a visi-
tor center by means of a long-term lease was
passed in 1993. A legislative support data
package was prepared in 1994 for Federal
legislation authorizing development of the site,
to appropriate funds for development and to
increase the Upper Delaware’s operational
base to provide for year-round operation.

The site for the Mongaup Visitor Center
contains abundant natural and cultural re-
sources and this proposal will identify and de-
velop strategies to protect the Mongaup area’s
natural resources, including: wintering bald ea-
gles; upland forest; hemlock and laurel gorges
and steep slopes; riverine and flood plain for-
est, and a mile of river front with natural sand
beaches. The possible presence of prehistoric
elements will also be evaluated.

The visitor center will benefit the community
in many respects. It will serve as an edu-
cational asset, a local museum, a class room,
and meeting place. Bordered by the Delaware
River, the Mongaup River and New York State
highway route 97 in the town of Deerpark in
Orange County, NY—it is the only center of its
kind within an hour’s drive from New York
City. Both the proposed visitor center,
Mongaup site and the Upper Delaware Valley
have enormous unrealized potential to provide
both the local and visiting public with an ex-
ceptional experience.

I am also introducing a bill that will extend
the Upper Delaware Citizens Advisory Council
for another 10 years. The Upper Delaware
CAC provides an excellent forum for citizens
of the Upper Delaware to have an opportunity
to impact and interact with the National Park
Service and Department of the Interior.

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to help
pass these two measures which will benefit
the State of New York on economic, environ-
mental and educational levels.
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Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to

pay tribute to a distinguished and dedicated
military officer who has served this nation with
great honor and distinction. Major General
Max Baratz, the Chief, Army Reserve, will re-
tire on May 24, 1998 after more than four dec-
ades of dedicated and exemplary service in
the United States Army and the Army Re-
serve. Today, I’m proud to take a few minutes
to highlight the extraordinary career of Major
General Baratz.

His career began in 1956 as an infantry offi-
cer. After serving as a platoon leader in the
1st Infantry Division, he carried his love of
country and commitment to duty to the United
States Army Reserve. As a drilling reservist,
he became an engineer officer and served in
a variety of staff and leadership positions to
include the command of company in an Engi-
neer Training Group and service as an Engi-
neering Battalion Commander.

In November 1976, as a full colonel, Major
General Baratz was selected to be the 416th
Engineer Command’s Chief of Staff. Mr.
Speaker, I need not remind you or my distin-
guished colleagues that only a handful of
Army Reservists ever attain or surpass this
prestigious rank, and even fewer achieve the
rank of major general. But Major General
Baratz was no ordinary Army Reservist, and
he is no ordinary citizen—soldier.

In 1979 Major General Baratz was selected
as a Brigadier General in the Army Reserve.

In November 1983, after 11 years of service
in the 416th Engineer Command, the Army se-
lected him as commander. President Reagan
was well aware of the asset he had in Max
Baratz, and nominated him for his second
star—a nomination, I might add, that the other
body prudently and expeditiously confirmed.
During his tenure of more than three years as
the commander of the 416th, also found the
time to serve on the Army Reserve Forces
Policy Committee, firs as an alternate member
in the 5th Army Area, and then as the prin-
cipal member from the 4th Army Area. In the
closing days of his command, he was selected
to be co-chairman of the Army Reserve
Forces Policy Committee, a position he held
until December 1990.

In 1991, during Operation Desert Shield,
Major General Baratz was called to active duty
to serve as the Deputy Commanding General
for Reserve Affairs for the same United States
Forces Command. He personally oversaw the
mobilization of almost 85,000 Army Reservists
in support of Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm. Major General Baratz was per-
sonally responsible for one-third of the entire
Defense Department’s reserve component mo-
bilization to support the Gulf War, and was a
major factor in the success of our national ef-
forts in the region. I am thoroughly convinced
that, without Major General Baratz personally
in charge, our efforts would have been far
more difficult and problematic. Those soldiers
were the lifeline for the ground forces, and the
successful completion of their mission is a tes-
tament to the great abilities of this military
leader.

Shortly after the Gulf War, Major General
Baratz was again called to active duty to be
Deputy Commanding General of the United
States Army Reserve Command. In this ca-
pacity, he was personally responsible for the
training and readiness of almost all Army Re-
serve units in the continental United States. In
1994 he was selected to be the Chief, Army
Reserve.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that most people do
not know the full scope and awesome respon-
sibilities that come with this position. As the
Chief, he oversees Army Reserve policy de-
velopment and interaction with the Department
of the Army and Department of Defense staffs.
He is also the Commanding General of the
United States Army Reserve Command, as
well as the Deputy Commanding General for
Reserve Affairs for the United States Forces
Command. In short, he is the focal point for
virtually all Army reserve component issues.

It should come as no surprise that Major
General Baratz was as dedicated and profes-
sional in this assignment as he was in all his
others. he oversaw a dramatic, and at times,
painful reorganization of the Army Reserve
that was accomplished, first and foremost,
with the needs of the Army and the nation in
the forefront of his mind. While its size was
being reduced by over one-third, its utility was
increasing dramatically. Under his direction,
Army Reserve units were the first into and the
last out of Haiti. Also, over 70 percent of the
Army’s reserve component mobilization in sup-
port of Operation Restore Democracy came
from the Army Reserve. Furthermore, Major
General Baratz’ efforts were eccentuated dur-
ing the successfull deployment of over 15,000
Army Reservists to Bosnia, a figure represent-
ing 74 percent of the Army’s reserve compo-
nent mobilization. In fact, more Army Reserv-
ists have been mobilized in support of peace
keeping efforts in Bosnia than were mobilized
during the Vietnam conflict. Under Major Gen-
eral Baratz, the United States Army Reserve
is better trained and more relevant to the na-
tion than, perhaps, at any time in its distin-
guished history.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that we all should say
a prayer of thanks for Max Baratz and his de-
sire to serve his country for over four decades
and under nine different presidents. The
United States Army is an institution that prides
itself on leadership by example. The example
Max Baratz has set ensures that we will al-
ways have dedicated men and women ready
to take up the cause of our great nation wher-
ever and whenever required. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor for me to present the distinguished
credentials of Major General Max Baratz be-
fore the Congress today. However, something
tells me that we, as a nation, have not heard
the last from him. This tireless patriot may be
retiring, but rather than a ‘‘farewell,’’ he leaves
saying, ‘‘until we meet again.’’
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of H.R. 3809, the Drug Free Borders
Act of 1998.
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